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COLD OPEN
FADE | N:
| NT. VWC NEWS DESK

WNC NEWS ANCHOR sits behind a desk. An on-screen graphic
shows an island map with the caption "St. Rita". The chyron
across the bottom of the screen reads: "Vice-President Takes
Ofice".

WNC NEWS ANCHOR
The newl y established nation of Saint
Rita my finally begin to see sone
stability. Vice-President Rau
Sanchez was sworn in earlier today
on the Caribbean island, succeeding
to the office held briefly by his
brother, the late General Hector
Sanchez.

The island graphic is replaced by a photo of a Hi spanic man
(58) dressed in the garb of a mlitary general. The caption
reads "Hector Sanchez: 1954 - 2012".

WNC NEWS ANCHOR ( CONT' D)
CGeneral Sanchez, the chief architect
of their constitution, died suddenly
at his presidential inauguration
| ast week when he was hit by an errant
bull et during the celebratory gunfire.
It was a nere two years ago that
Sanchez organized a coup within the
country's mlitary and overthrew the
dictatorship that for so | ong had..

W SMASH CUT (as if changing the tel evision channel) to..
| NT. AMERI CAN MORNI NG NEWS DESK

A MORNI NG NEWSMAN and MORNI NG NEWSWOVAN sit behi nd a desk.
They are casual and conversational. The chyron across the
bottom of the screen reads: "St. Rita Gets New President".

MORNI NG NEWWSWOVAN
...but, they say he's going to keep
the same executive staff. Wich, as
you know. . .

MORNI NG NEWSMVAN
Lesko?

MORNI NG NEWSWOVAN
Your favorite guy, the fornmer
mar keti ng guru. ..



MORNI NG NEWSMVAN
And fornmer US citizen..

MORNI NG NEWSWOVAN
Ri ght, Janes Lesko.

MORNI NG NEWSIVAN
(1 ooks off-screen)
Danny, do we have that clip?

I NT. ST. RITA CAPITOL BU LDI NG - DAY [ VI DEG

JI MW LESKO (32), Anerican, is sharply-dressed and shifty-
eyed. He is being interviewed by an off-screen BRI TI SH
REPORTER. A chyron on the video reads: "Janmes Lesko - St.

Rita: April 13th, 2011".

JI MW
Sanchez is a brilliant man. A | eader.
A scholar. A world treasure.

BRI TI SH REPORTER (O S.)
You advi sed CGeneral Sanchez on his
public relations. |Is that true?

JI MWY
|'"'ma | over of denbcracy. You see?
|"mjust doing ny part for liberty,
peace, freedom All that.

BRI TI SH REPORTER (O. S.)
But you went as far as to renounce
your US citizenship in order to join
Sanchez as a nenber of his staff...

JI MWY
Look. How many tinmes does a man get
the opportunity to build a nation?
It's a chance to start from scratch
Avoid all the pitfalls. Learn from
our m st akes.

BRI TI SH REPORTER (O. S.)
A lovely sentinment, M. Lesko, but
per haps your actions will be seen in
a different |ight once people |learn
that you're under FBI investigation
for fraud.

Jimmy swal | ows unconfortably, but doesn't blink.
hi m sweat for a beat.

She lets



BRI TI SH REPORTER (QO. S.) ( CONT' D)
And it | ooks suspiciously as though
you fled your home country sinply to
avoi d prosecution.

Jimry | ooks into the canera and sm |l es unconvincingly.

JI MW
Vel | .

Freeze-frame on Lesko's guilty nmug. The video holds for a
monment before we RESUME TO. ..

| NT. AMERI CAN MORNI NG NEWS DESK

The Morning Newsman has a satisfied smle on his lips. He
| oves that clip.

MORNI NG NEVBWOVAN
We have another clip you may |ike
even better.

MORNI NG NEWSMVAN
More Lesko?

MORNI NG NEWSWOVAN
No, this is Raul Sanchez.

MORNI NG NEWSMVAN
Oh, the new President of Saint R ta.

MORNI NG NEWSWOVAN
Right. This is footage of M. Sanchez
in Mam a few years back.

EXT. PARKING LOT - N GHT [ VI DEG

The chyron reads "Courtesy of KMFL". This is raw news canera
footage. A Spring Break crowd has gathered around a burning
car as police try unsuccessfully to nove themto a safe

di st ance.

St anding on the hood of the car is the cause of all this
mayhem RAUL SANCHEZ (53), Hispanic, with cigarette in nouth
and whi skey bottle in hand. He's wearing a "Spring Break
'03" t-shirt and pol ka-dot briefs. No pants. A FEMALE COP
is trying to coax hi m down.

FEMALE COP
You need to get off the car, Sir.

Sanchez reaches into his underwear and pulls out a
firecracker. He lights it with the cigarette and tosses it
over his shoulder. BANG The female cop grips her night
stick.



FEMALE COP ( CONT' D)
Sir! This is your |ast warning.

Sanchez junps down next to her. Before she has a chance to
react, he puts his arm around her wai st, |eans her backwards
and gives her the worst kiss of her life. He pulls back up
and raises his bottle towards the news canera.

SANCHEZ
Spring Break! Wo!

The video freeze-frames on this imge nonentarily before we
RESUME TO. ..

| NT. AMERI CAN MORNI NG NEWS DESK

MORNI NG NEWSMVAN
Ww. And he's gonna be their
presi dent ?

W SMASH CUT to..
| NT. AMERI CAN POLI TI CAL NEWS DESK

Two nmen in suits, the HOST and a PUNDIT, sit on opposing
sides of a desk. A chyron reads: "Viewpoint: President
Sanchez" next to a nug shot of Sanchez. He is wearing the
sane "Spring Break '03" t-shirt and now has a bl ack eye.

The host and pundit argue aggressively.
PUNDI T

But you have to consider the people's
desire for freedom

HOST
Fromthis guy? | wouldn't trust him
wi th nmy ham sandwi ch, much | ess ny
country.

PUNDI T

I f you | ook at the foundation of
their governnent..

HOST
OCh, conme on. These people can't
govern thenselves. Saint R ta needs
a real leader. In six nonths they'll
be right back to a dictatorship.
That foundation you keep bl at hering
about is a pipe dream

PUNDI T
Well, it's based on the original
United States constitution.



The host | ooks directly into the canera.

HOST
Exactly.

SMASH CUT TO BLACK (as if turning the TV off)
FADE | N:
EXT. ST. RITA CAPITOL BU LD NG - MORNI NG

Politicians and mlitary officers sit in makeshift bl eachers
on the lawn of the capitol building. Anmong them are President
Sanchez and Jinmmy Lesko. NI GEL PENNI NGTON (62), tall and
English, stands at a podium giving a speech to hundreds of
citizens and soldiers. A goat eats at the rose bushes in

t he background.

NI GEL
Every nation faces obstacles. And
only the strongest of nations
persevere. But persevere we wll

Appl ause.

NI GEL ( CONT' D)
We've suffered the | oss of a great
man in General Sanchez. But, if
there's one thing we've | earned,
it's that freedomis worth any cost.

The politicians nod their heads in agreenent. There is a
smattering of respectful applause fromthe crowd.

NI GEL ( CONT' D)
And...if there's a second thing we've
learned fromthis tragedy, it's that
when firing a gun in celebration,
make sure it's pointed up in the
air...above everyone's head.

Everyone on stage nods.

NI GEL ( CONT' D)
But, | guess we all know that now,
don't we...Carl os.

Ni gel shoots a glance at "Carlos", off-screen in the crowd.
Menbers of the stage also turn towards "Carl os" and shake
their heads disapprovingly. N gel conposes hinself.

NI GEL ( CONT' D)
But today is not a day to dwell on

t he past.
( MORE)



NI GEL ( CONT' D)
Today we |look to the future. For we
have a new president. People of
Saint Rita, | give you President
Raul Sanchez.

Thunder ous appl ause as Sanchez takes the podium He basks
in the adul ati on.

SANCHEZ
VWhat's up, Saint Rita! | amyour
new ki ng!
Ni gel whispers in his ear.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
Your new president!

Ni gel draws Sanchez's attention towards sone papers on the
podium He reads the speech as the appl ause conti nues.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)

Fell ow countrynmen. It is an honor
for me to continue the | egacy of ny
brother. It was his dreamto give

the people a country in which they
had the power to govern

Appl ause builds as his speech crescendos.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
A country where every man is entitled
tolife, liberty and happi ness!

The crowd hoots and hollers as he whips theminto a frenzy.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
A country where all nen are created
equal !

Thunder ous appl ause. Menbers of the bl eachers are now
standing in ovation. N gel, again, points to the speech.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
Ch, yeah. Except the Portuguese!

The appl ause becones deafening as Sanchez raises his arns in
triunph. A celebratory gunshot is fired, causing himto
flinch. Soon everyone is firing pistols into the air while
Sanchez and Nigel do their best not to cower onstage.

END COF COLD OPEN




ACT ONE
I NT. CORRI DOR - DAY

Presi dent Sanchez, Nigel and Jimry are wal ki ng down a busy
corridor of the capitol building. The president is receiving
congratul ati ons on the speech from various workers as they

pass him

A grungy, bearded man fights his way to Sanchez, only to be
intercepted and corralled away by Jimmy. N gel and Sanchez
keep wal ki ng.

GRUNGY MAN
M. President! M. President! What
are you doi ng about unenpl oynent ?
Qur famlies are starving.

JI MWY
The President has a fabul ous work
programthat he'll be introducing in

the com ng weeks.

(Struggling)
Let me show you the way out.

A young woman, RAMONA, approaches and wal ks with N gel.

RAMONA
(to Nigel)
(appr ehensi ve)
Un ..M. Pennington? There's sone
guy that wants to talk to you. He's
in the conference room

NI GEL
VWho, Ranbna.

RAMONA
Um - He was kinda fat - with a
bri ef case.

Ni gel sighs.

NI GEL
This new job of yours isn't
particularly working out, it is?

BEN (O S.)
Except the Portuguese?!?

Ranona sheepi shly turns and al nost bunps into an agitated
BEN (27), African-Caribbean, who is quickly running after
Nigel. Jimmy returns, adjusting his suit after the struggle.



NI GEL
Jimry. De La Garza. Conference
Room Don't do anything until | get
t here.

Ji mry nods and | eads the president down the hall.

BEN
Is this what | should expect? You're
going to change every speech to suit
sone personal agenda?

NI GEL
Ben, the only agenda | have is to
keep this nation fromfalling apart.

BEN
But you're going agai nst everything
it stands for. This isn't what the
peopl e want, Nigel.

NI GEL
Look, 1've been on this island since
before you were born, so | have a
pretty good idea of what the people
want. Didn't you hear that gunfire?

BEN
Equal rights for everyone. Wen
General Sanchez wote those words in
the constitution, it was supposed to
mean sonet hi ng.

NI GEL
Li sten, Ben. Everyone nakes
conprom ses. |deals mght | ook good

on paper, but they don't |ast a second
in the real world.

BEN
It's too big a sacrifice, N gel

NI GEL
Well put it in a speech. 1In the
meantinme, |'ll be saving this country

from anot her dictatorship. You
remenber that, don't you? The
curfews, the incarcerations, that
god- awful anthem A bossa nova?
mean, really.

Ben | ooks away, thoroughly dejected.



NI GEL ( CONT' D)
What we have now is a whole | ot
better, and you know it. Support of
the people, Ben. It's the only thing
that protects us. You renenber that.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Ji mmy, President Sanchez, and Congressnan DE LA GARZA (55)
sit in silence at a conference table. A goat walks calnmy
down the hallway outside and bleats as it passes the doorway.

DE LA GARZA
VWhat was that?

Jimmy rolls his eyes.

SANCHEZ
Oh, that's Paquita.

JI MW
(annoyed)
She's the presidential pet.

Ni gel enters the room closes the door and quickly gets down
t o business.

NI GEL
| think we all know what this is
about, Congressman De La Garza, so
you may as wel|l get started.

DE LA GARZA
Al right. Gentlenen, on Mnday
nmorning | plan to introduce a
resol ution decl ari ng President Sanchez
unfit for office.

SANCHEZ
Are you serious?

Ni gel gestures to Sanchez to keep quiet.
SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
| nmean, sure, |'ve put on a few pounds
lately, but | don't think...

NI GEL
M. President.

Jimmy stands and begins to pace. N gel glares at De La Garza.
JI MWY

A resolution? Pfft. Meaningl ess.
| nmean, even if it does pass..



DE LA GARZA
My friend, I am expecting an
overwhel m ng majority.

He | ooks directly at N gel.

DE LA GARZA ( CONT' D)
Even the great N gel Pennington won't
be able to stop it.

NI GEL
Is that so?

DE LA GARZA
You can't bribe your way out of this
one, Pennington. The rules don't
bend so easily these days.

JI MWY
(sarcastic)
A vacant presidency; succeeded by
Speaker of the House. Ch, wait a
sec. That's you, isn't it?

DE LA GARZA
| only want what's best for the
country.

NI GEL
Qovi ousl y.

JI MW

This is a pretty bold nove,
Congressman. And you really think
you' Il have the votes?

DE LA GARZA
Wth all of the president's
i ndi scretions...

JI MW
Such as?

DE LA GARZA
For one, his habitual drug use.

JI MWY
Pfft. That's all in the president's
past and the people knowit. Hell,
it's inspirational. He's overcone
denons; grown into a better nman.

DE LA GARZA
Al in the past, huh?
( MORE)

10.



11.

DE LA GARZA ( CONT' D)
| have information here that says he
was picked up just two nonths ago in
New York for possession.

Jinmmy and Ni gel | ook at Sanchez, who shrugs.

SANCHEZ
It's like nine-tenths of the | aw up
t here.

JI MW

| can assure you and the peopl e of
Saint Rita that the president does
not make use of inproper substances.
Now, what el se you got?

DE LA GARZA
Let's just nove on to the m nor
felonies, then. Shall we?

| NT. ANDREW S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
ANDREW PI TT (50), grizzled and weary, |eans back in his chair

while listening to Ben vent. He looks as if he's heard the
sane story a thousand tines.

BEN
Support of the people. That's what
he sai d.
ANDREW
Politics. You'll get used to it.
BEN
This was supposed to be different,
Andr ew.
ANDREW
Listen, kid. 1've lived in countries
all around the world and they're all
politics as usual. Denocracies,

Monar chi es, Dictatorships. Hell
during the seventies | even spent
two years in a hippie commune.

BEN

It's like, we profess these ideals..
ANDREW

| know. "Free Love" this and "Free

Love" that. But when you try to
make a nove, all the hot ones stil
just wanna be friends.



Ben drops

12.

BEN
If the President was just half the
man hi s brother was, none of this
woul d be happeni ng.

ANDREW
You got that right. He was a hel
of a soldier, too.

BEN
You fought with General Sanchez?

ANDREW
Sorta. See, couple years ago |I'mon
vacation scuba diving with a group
out of Aruba. When | cone to the
surface - the boat, everyone - gone.

BEN
You' re ki ddi ng.

ANDREW
| must have caught a tide because
sonehow | wash up on a beach and

pass out. Wien | conme to, | can
hear Sanchez inciting the charging
peasants - "Nowis the tine for every

man to sunmon his courage and throw
of f the chains of oppression. Follow
my steps on the path to freedont.

So, | did.
BEN

Wait. You ran with then?
ANDREW

Well, it was very inspirational.

After the battle Sanchez told ne he
needed a comruni cati ons director,

and - well, |'ve been here ever since.
By the way, if you're ever gonna
storma capitol, don't do it in scuba
flippers. | saw the news footage

the next day, | looked |ike an idiot.

hi s head and | ooks i nconsol abl e.

BEN
Wen | got here | was so inspired.
Now it's turning into the worst job
of ny life.



13.

ANDREW
(beat)
| used to do crowd warmup for
Ceausescu.

Ben tries to feign excitenent, then admts.

BEN
| have no idea who that is.

Andrew wai ves it off. Then adds..

ANDREW
We had to escape in a helicopter.

BEN
Well that sounds |ike fun.

Andr ew shrugs.

ANDREW
Ehh.

| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Ni gel, Jimy and Sanchez are now all slunped in their chairs,
t hor oughl y def eat ed.

De La Garza | eafs through his nounds of evidence.

DE LA GARZA
Partying; carousing all over the
world with no regard for laws. Al
while the people of Saint Rita
suffered. Down deep, | don't think
t hey much appreciate it.

De La Garza packs away his papers. This is alnost too easy.

DE LA GARZA ( CONT' D)
You can only fool "emfor so |ong.

He stands and | ooks directly at the president.

DE LA GARZA ( CONT' D)
You' re not your brother, Raul.

NI GEL
Al right, this neeting is over.

De La Garza is already hal fway out the door.

DE LA GARZA
Two days, gentlenmen. Monday norni ng.
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| NT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Jimry and Nigel are wal king briskly dowm the hall to the
president's office. Sanchez follows obediently.

JI MW
That son-of-a-bitch is going to run
us out of office.

NI GEL
Cal m down, Ji mmy.

JI MW
Oh, calmdown? If we |ose power |
coul d be extradited.

NI GEL
You |l et ne worry about De La Garza.
He woul dn't have put on that show
for us unless he wanted sonet hi ng.

JI MW
Excuse ne if | don't share your
optimsm Every tinme | turn around
" m thinking, "Wat next?"

Ni gel opens the door to..
| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

This is the official office of the president and it's
decorated as such. Bookshelves, flags, portraits, sofas,
desk, and a WOVAN (20) sitting in the president's chair

| eafing through a folder marked "TOP SECRET". Nigel and
Jinmmy stop dead in the doorway.

JI MW
How did you get in this office?

WOVAN
| asked to see the president and
they told ne to wait here.

NI GEL
(sotto)
We've got the worst security.

WOVAN
s Raul with you?

Sanchez pushes his way through Jimy and N gel .

SANCHEZ
Brenda? jGuau! | don't believe it.



WOMAN ( BRENDA)
Baby!

Brenda and Sanchez race towards each other and enbrace.

SANCHEZ

| thought 1'd | ost you forever.
BRENDA

Oh, | mssed ny little nonkey man.
JI MW

M. President? Aren't you going to
i ntroduce us?

SANCHEZ
@Quys, this is Ms. Brenda Louise
OGswal d- Sanchez.

They stare bl ankly.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
She's ny w fe!

They both force a smle.

NI GEL
Brilliant.

END OF ACT ONE

15.



16.
ACT TWO
| NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT
Brenda admres the hallway as Ranona reads from a panphl et.

RAMONA
A small col ony of Arawaks |ived on
Saint Rita until the Spanish arrived.
Then it fell under French rule for a
short tinme. Then Dutch, Portuguese,
Brando, Spani sh again, a Communi st
revolutionary, and finally -

BRENDA
W net at COccupy Little Rock. Did
you know t hat ?

RAMONA
No, | didn't, Ms. President. Di d
you know t hat -

Ranona gl ances down at the panphlet.

RAMONA ( CONT' D)
- the main export of Saint Ritais
bat guano?

| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

FATHER VASQUEZ (60) in a white cassock sits on the couch
along with Nigel. Paquita sniffs a flag. Sanchez paces,
upset .

SANCHEZ
Wiy do you get to nake all the
decisions? Wy can't | do what |

want ?
NI GEL

Oh, please, | let you keep the goat.
SANCHEZ

Cut your hair! War a suit! Read
this - crap!

Sanchez tosses sone papers off his desk.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
Wy ne?

NI GEL
M. President. Cal m down.



SANCHEZ
So. What? Now | have to go to church?
For "studies"? Maybe |I do ny own
studying. You ever think of that?

VASQUEZ
Ch, you read the Bible?

SANCHEZ
Only like a hundred tines.

| NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS

BRENDA
And I"'mtelling you right now, you
gotta get to know someone before you
run off and get hitched. No matter
how charm ng, or passionate, or -

Ranona keeps gl ancing away at her panphlet.

BRENDA ( CONT' D)
Ranona, are we going to be friends

or what?

RAMONA
|"msorry, Ms. President. They
expect nme to know this stuff. If |

keep screwi ng up, he's going to send
me back to the factory -

BRENDA
Al right. Hush. | need to find
Raul , anyway. Were was that office

agai n?
| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Sanchez is now slunped in his chair.

NI GEL
M. President, Father Vasquez is
synpathetic to our situation. Regular
sessions with the church will not
only boost your imge, but the
strength of this entire
adm ni stration.

SANCHEZ
Ckay, fine. But only one night a
week. That's it.

VASQUEZ
| think that's reasonabl e.



18.

NI GEL
Support of the people, M. President.
Wthout it, we fail. Instantly we
w Il be broken and with no chance of
recovery.

Vasquez nods.

VASQUEZ
Proverbs 6: 15.

SANCHEZ

Ugh. Can we nmake it 6:307
Everyone | ooks at Sanchez, who shrugs.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
| like to take a | ate nap.

Brenda pokes her head into the office.

BRENDA
Knock, knock! How it going in here?
NI GEL SANCHEZ
Excel | ent. Horri bl e.

Vasquez stands to greet Brenda as she enters. Nigel walks
to a table to pour drinks.

NI GEL
Father, this is the president's wfe,
Brenda Loui se Oswal d- Sanchez.

VASQUEZ
Hell o, ny child.

BRENDA
Padr e.

NI GEL

Ms. President? How do you take
your scotch?

BRENDA
Way, | drink it, of course.

Ni gel beans contenptuously, then forces a smile
NI GEL

O course. So, the whole bottle is
it?
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BRENDA
You quit.
(to SANCHEZ)
So, where are you taking ne tonight,
hon?

NI GEL
I"'mafraid that's out of the question.
We have an inportant di nner tonorrow.
Al'l of congress will be there - for

the President's speech. 1'msorry,
but there won't be any bar hopping
t oni ght .

Brenda sul ks, then brightens as she produces an object from
her purse.

BRENDA
Y all wanna do a jay?

CUT TO
| NT. EXTERNAL OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
Ni gel vigorously ushers Brenda out the door.

BRENDA
Hey, what's your probl enf!

NI GEL
Now | ook, m ssy. You may not realize
it, but we're trying to run a country
here. [|'ve got an unenpl oyed nob
canped at the gates, a congressnan
trying to blackmail me, a president
who's only work experience is roadie
for Peter Soddi ng Franpton, and now
you trying to muck it all up because
you' re bor ed.

BRENDA
You can't talk to me like this.

NI GEL
VWl | sonmeone needs to, because
apparently you don't know your role
around here. Three things - Smle
for the cameras; Chanpi on sone cause
that no one cares about; and, nost
inportantly - Stay the hell out of

ny way.
EXT. ST. RITA CAPITOL BU LD NG - MORNI NG

Est abl i shing shot.



20.
I NT. JIMW'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG
Jimry sits behind his desk having a casual talk with Ben.

JI MWY
Sonetinmes you just gotta paint your
butt white and run with the antel ope.

BEN
It's not just that, M. Lesko.

JI MW
Call nme Jimy.

BEN
Jinmmy. The problemis | don't even
know how to wite for the guy. Does
he even care about anything? It's
so hard to get a read on him

JI MWY
Look, Ben. The president - he's
just a born liar. He thinks it
protects him Hell, he'd lie to
make a dollar when the truth would
make a dollar fifty. No, he's easy.

Paquita wal ks into the room and bl eats.

JI MW (CONT' D)
Paquita, git. Go on. Shoo.
(to BEN)
Now, his wfe..

BEN
She does seem pretty young for him

JI MW
Oh, | don't think so. The man takes -
what is it - half his age, m nus

seven.
BEN
It's plus seven.
JI MWY
ls it?
BEN

It's just weird that she woul d show
up out of the blue like this.

JI MW
( MORE)

Yeah.



JI MW (CONT' D)
Ni gel says she's after sonething.
Personally, | think she just wants
to feel special. That's why they
say power is the ultimte aphrodi siac.
Take nyself, for exanple. Now, self-
respecti ng wonen shouldn't want to
be with a guy like ne, but they do.
Is it ny charn? | doubt it. MW
good | ooks? Please. But | tell you
what, ever since | got into politics
|'ve been tapping nore ass than a
blind proctol ogist. Now, does that
seemright to you? Hell no, but I
ain't gonna fight it. |It's what
they call one of them facts of nature.

BEN
You nean...you' ve never had a wonan
| ove you for who you really are?

JI MWY
Shoot. You go right for the jugular,
don't you?

BEN
No, | didn't nean to..

JI MW
Aw, forget it. You gotta have that
killer instinct in politics. Take
Mont ezuma.  Now, people can talk al
day about what a benevol ent ruler he
was, but | bet you dollars to donuts
that Aztec son-of-a-bitch busted
sone ass when he had to.

BEN
Yeah, probably.

JI MWY
Definitely.

Ranmona enters.

JI MW (CONT' D)
Yes, Ranona?

RAMONA
You know how you told nme | ast night
to keep watch and call you if Raul -
um the president left his roon?
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JI MW
|"msorry, Ranpbna. | shoul d have
found you sooner. (Go get sone sl eep.
RAMONA
It's not that, it's...
JI MW
When?
RAMONA
They were just going for a wal k.
JI MW
VWhen!
RAMONA
M dni ght ?
JI MW
Are you kidding nme?
Jimry picks up the phone and dials, still berating Ranpna.
RAMONA
He said they'd only be gone ten
m nut es.
JI MW

Oh, really. Qur president told you
this. That's a laugh. What el se
did he tell you?

Ranona | owers her head and turns away.

RAMONA
(sotto)
That | was pretty.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE - N GHT

Ni gel, Andrew, Jimmy and Ben are all tal king on separate
t el ephones | ooking tired and frustrat ed.

JI MW
(i nto phone)
The president! In your bar; have
you seen hinf - | know he di ed.

It's his brother now, you noron!

Jimry jerks his head back fromthe receiver, then hangs up.
He addresses the preoccupied room

JI MW (CONT' D)
Fellas, we've been at this all day.
Now Congress shows up in about two
hours, so, if you'll excuse ne, |
have to go figure out how to have a
presidential dinner with no president.

EXT. ST. RITA CAPITOL BU LD NG - N GHT

A taxi pulls up to the front of the capitol. Brenda exits,
al one, | ooks apprehensively towards the door?

| NT. HALLWAY - NI GHT

Brenda sneaks through the hallway. As she steps around a
corner she cones face to face wwth Paquita, the president's
goat. Brenda's eyes wi den as Paquita bleats an alarmfor
all to hear.

| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CE - N GHT

Ni gel tal ks on the executive phone. Brenda is slunped on
the couch with Andrew and Ranona. Ben paces.

Ni gel holds the phone to his chest and addresses the group.

NI GEL
The bartender hasn't seen himin
over an hour.

BRENDA
Well, he was there when | |eft.

NI GEL
Apparently, he's gone off on foot -
with a bottle of tequila.

BRENDA
Hey, don't act like this is ny fault.
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NI GEL
Just think for a nonent - did he say
anyt hing out of the ordinary?

BRENDA
Pfft. Nothing but. He kept talking
about how he was a sword and he was
gonna kill all the tyrants.

Ni gel and Ben | ock eyes. Ben begins to head out, but N gel
snaps his fingers and gestures for Ben to stay.

NI GEL
(i nto phone)
Ckay.

Ni gel hangs up the phone.

BEN
" mgoing with you.

NI GEL
No, Ben, | don't think "heartfelt
sincerity" is going to help us on
this one. Just go to the dinner.
"1l be back soon.

BRENDA
(to Ranona)
s lost it, man. He's really |ost
it this tine.
ANDREW

You know, studies have shown t hat
your risk of denentia is six tines
hi gher when your spouse has denenti a.

Brenda | ooks hi mup and down.

BRENDA
Who are you?

RAMONA
Un what if your spouse has denenti a,
but - he's just imaginary? Wat
kind of risk would that be?

ANDREW
It's, uh, probably still pretty high

RAMONA
(sotto)
Damm it.
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EXT. GRAVEYARD - DUSK

W PAN DOMN a tombstone which reads: HERE WAS BURI ED HECTOR
ENRI QUE SANCHEZ. SWORD OF THE PEOPLE. DESTROYER OF TYRANNY.
1954 - 2012.

Raul Sanchez sits against a tree in silence while swi gging a
hal f-enpty bottle of tequila. Ni gel approaches.

NI GEL
He woul d have hated that epitaph.

SANCHEZ
| think it's pretty awesone.
Certainly better than m ne's gonna
be.

NI GEL
Ch, | don't know. Here |lies Rau
Sanchez. A drunk bastard who never
stuck his neck out for nobody.

They | augh.

SANCHEZ
That's not too bad.

Ni gel tosses a nedal to Raul.

NI GEL
You shoul d probably keep this. That's
the Cross of Valor. Your brother
got that in the uprising of '86. He
was shot in the -

SANCHEZ
- inthe leg. | renenber. Hector
al nost di ed.

NI GEL
And all because of sone stupid
acci dent.

SANCHEZ
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

NI GEL
You didn't know? Hi's gun msfired
while he was on patrol. That wasn't
the official story, of course, but -
| guess they needed a hero.

SANCHEZ
s that really what happened?
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ON Ni gel .

NI GEL
(beat)
Absol utely.

Sanchez stares down at the nedal .

NI GEL ( CONT' D)
The people need you, Raul. Al you
have to do is neet them hal fway.
There's a driver in the car over
there. He'll take you anywhere you
ask.

Ni gel wal ks away.
| NT. BANQUET HALL - NI GHT

The banquet hall is large and stunning. An elevated stage,
with a lone podium is fronted by dinner tables. Twenty
politicians mngle in an open area. Paquita stands on a
chair and ni bbles at the table dressing.

BRENDA - CONTI NUOUS
Brenda and Jinmmy are having a heated di scussion.

BRENDA
| f people only knew about the working
conditions, they'd go shopping with
a whol e different perspective.

JI MW
Pl ease. Sell them a dozen socks for
five ninety-nine and suddenly
i gnorance 1s bliss.

BEN - CONTI NUQUS

Ben runs up to Nigel, who is just arriving at the dinner.
Andrew follows slowy, carrying several blue papers.

BEN
| s he here? What did he say?

NI GEL
The official story is that he's cone
dowmn with the flu and regrets that
he can't nmake it.

BEN
But he m ght show up. Right?
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ANDREW
He hasn't even seen the speech.
NI GEL
Ah, the speech. | read it last night.
BEN
And?
NI GEL

It was el oguent, concise and one-
hundred percent correct.

BEN
Thank you.
NI GEL
And the people will never hear it.
BEN
What ?
NI GEL
Ben, eventually you'll learn that

there are times when it's better to
just tell people exactly what they
want to hear.

Ni gel continues into the crowd.

BEN
But -

Ben begins to follow, but Andrew hol ds hi m back.
BRENDA - CONTI NUQUS

BRENDA
Did you know there's one of those
sweat shops right here on Saint Rita?
| donus - sonet hi ng.

NI GEL
| doneus Vesti s.

(to Jimy)
| don't know, yet.

Ji my nods.

JI MW
It seens Ms. President has found
hersel f a cause.

NI GEL
| see.
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BRENDA
| was tal king to Ranona, and -

NI GEL

s that so? The problemw th these
corporations - once you turn people
agai nst the factories they' |l just
pack up and nove to sone other third
worl d country. And where does that

| eave the workers? Do you really
think they'd rather starve to death?

BRENDA
But if we could just organize them
I f they stood together they could
finally get out of poverty.

NI GEL
It doesn't work that way. The factory
woul d be shut down in a heartbeat.

BRENDA

And what makes you such an expert?
NI GEL

Because, ny dear. | own it.

They stare at each other in silence. Ranona approaches wth
De La Garza.

RAMONA
M . Penni ngton? Congressman De La
Garza would |i ke to speak with you

Ni gel, genuinely pleased with that introduction..

NI GEL
Thank you, Ranona.
(to De La Garza)
Congr essman.

Ni gel wal ks with De La Garza.

DE LA GARZA
So, what's your plan, N gel? Stomach
flu for everything except the photo
ops?

NI GEL
Lay off, Tony. The president is
ill. 1 can't control everything.

DE LA GARZA
That never stopped you fromtrying.
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NI GEL
W need to talk.

Ni gel turns and bunps into the Gungy Man fromearlier. A
pistol in the man's hand is nonentarily revealed fromhis
pocket. It goes unnoti ced.

GRUNGY MAN
Excuse ne.

| NT. BACK ROOM

Ni gel and De La Garza enter a conference room

DE LA GARZA
| gotta tell you, Nigel, I'm
di sappointed. | thought you'd at

| east put up a decent fight.

NI GEL
He's not resigning, Congressnman.

DE LA GARZA
Then what are we tal ki ng about ?

NI GEL
You don't really want the presidency.

DE LA GARZA
Don't waste ny tine.

NI GEL
This country has a | ot of problens.
When the excitenent wears off the
people will want change. Things
that we can't give them And you
know who' || take the fall.

Ni gel has gotten De La Garza's full attention.

NI GEL ( CONT' D)

Plus, there's a real chance of
revolution. An arny takes noney.

All the soldiers are sitting at hone,
| ooki ng for jobs, thinking about how
much better things used to be.

Besi des, we both know who has the
real power in this governnent.

| NT. BANQUET HALL - CONTI NUQUS

Jimmy stands at the podium addressing the crowd.
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JI MWY
But, he sends his apol ogi es that he
is unable to attend tonight's banquet.

The Gungy Man steps forward fromthe crowd.

GRUNGY MAN
He's not com ng?
JI MW
No, I'msorry. Who are you?

The man pulls his gun out and fires it into the air.

GRUNGY MAN
Vi va La Revol uci on!

Half the crowd fire guns into the air.

ALL
Vi va La Revol uci on!

GRUNGY MAN
What ?

Andr ew approaches the man and pats himon the back.

ANDREW

Yes. Viva La Revolucion. W won.
GRUNGY MAN

No |'mthe revol ution. You're the

esiabllshnent.

ANDREW
What ?

The Grungy Man grabs Paquita and puts a gun to her head.

GRUNGY MAN
Nobody nove!
JI MWY
Paqui t a!
| NT. BACK ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
DE LA GARZA

So, let's say | change ny position.
Support the president. Wat's in it
for me?

NI GEL
What ever you want .
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DE LA GARZA
Guano.

NI GEL
No, honestly. Just nane it.

DE LA GARZA
No. @uano. The guano farners of ny
constituency are having a rough year.

NI GEL
Subsidies? This is the free market.
The federal governnment can't just go
handi ng out noney every tinme a
busi ness falters.

Stunned silence. N gel smrks and they both burst into
ri otous |aughter.

DE LA GARZA
You al nbost had ne there.

| NT. BANQUET HALL - CONTI NUQUS

Grungy Man is pleading with the crowd while holding a gun to
Paquita' s head.

GRUNGY MAN
M wife suffers with fever. MW
children go to bed hungry. And you
do not hi ng!

BEN
| feel your pain. But new businesses
are starting every day. Once the
mar ket s adj ust -

SANCHEZ (O S.)
How about a j ob?

The crowd parts to reveal President Sanchez.

GRUNGY MAN
What ?

SANCHEZ
A j ob.

BEN

No. That's not how it works.

SANCHEZ
Ckay, then. Wat's your suggestion?



| NT. BACK

De La Garza consi ders,
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BEN
We can't just give out jobs to
everybody that needs one.

SANCHEZ
W're not. We're giving one to..

GRUNGY MAN (M GUEL)
M guel .

SANCHEZ
Mguel. So - whichis it, Mguel?
Your choi ce.

ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
DE LA GARZA
| think we got ourselves a deal
NI GEL
Just one other thing. MW mlitary?
DE LA GARZA
Oh, cone on.
NI GEL

Wthout an arny, none of this matters.
W may as well start planning a parade
for the next dictator.

DE LA GARZA
So, | get you your mlitary noney
and back off the president, and you
don't veto any of my farmbills?

NI GEL
Everybody w ns.

| NT. BANQUET HALL - CONTI NUQUS

Ni gel and

De La Garza exit fromthe back roomand go their

separate ways. Sanchez stands at the podi umreading from
t he bl ue speech.

SANCHEZ
But it's a struggle we can overcone.

Ni gel notices the speech, stops, and | ocks eyes with Ben.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
All of us. Fromthe fishernen, to
the farnmers, to the factory workers

then reluctantly shakes N gel's hands.



Brenda excitedly applauds. N gel's eyes narrow.

SANCHEZ ( CONT' D)
Toget her; as brothers - citizens -
equals in this nation.

Appl ause. M guel, who has his finger in his ear,
confronts N gel

M GUEL
Excuse ne, Sir. This is a private
cer enony.

NI GEL
What ? Who the devil are you?

M GUEL
M guel Espinosa. Head of Security.

NI GEL
Get out of ny way.

M GUEL
' m gonna need to see sone |D.

Ranona, passing by, pauses.
RAMONA
Oh, he's cool. That's M. Pennington.
He's the Chief of Stuff.

NI GEL
Chief of Staff.

Ni gel beans at Ranmpbna as she continues on her way.

M GUEL
My apol ogi es. Please - enjoy the
party.

33.

suddenl y

Ni gel refocuses on M guel and | ooks himup and down.

NI GEL
You don't really have an earpi ece,
do you?
M guel drops his head and sheepishly pulls out his finger.
Ni gel sighs.
NI GEL ( CONT' D)
(sotto)
Brilliant.

END OF SHOW
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